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26 PER CENT OF BRITONS
DREAM OF BECOMING

A PROFESSIONAL
SPORTSMAN OR WOMAN

Source: cateter.com
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Not so fair

scott Clark, CEO and co- f

founder of Tonic Life,on = f;f

working the night shift i

In 1987 aged 21, | was fresh
out of university and wanted
to be an on-air news journalist.
As a stepping stone, | worked
as a late night radio D] at an
easy listening station in
Greeley, Colorado, the home

of the world’s largest meat
packing plant. Mine was the
graveyard shift, from 11pm to
/am, The unsocial hours were
not the only downside. Friends

-

"The loo door malfunctioned and locked me in"

taunted me for playing
soothing, saccharine
tunes - Whitney Houston
and the like - while they
listened to Aerosmith and
Guns N’ Roses,
This was my introduction
to the world of media and the
therapeutic and essential
qualities of large doses of
caffeine. To counteract the
effects of all those sleep-
inducing tunes, | drank a lot of
Jolt Cola, which had twice the
caffeine and the same amount
of sugar as regular colas. |

learned to stay interested and

motivated through the dark

hours and deal with tricky

callers who requested songs

such as "‘Muskrat Love’ and

‘Afternoon Delight’,
Sometimes |

was the only

person in the

station, which

made bathroom

breaks tricky. |

became an expert

at the ‘triple play’

- topping up my

coffee, taking a

listener’s call and going to
the loo during a three-minute
track. It was fine until the loo
door malfunctioned one night
and locked me in for five
minutes. Two minutes of
dead air on the station
seemed like an eternity,
but at 2am I'm not sure
anyone noticed.
Three months later,
| got my career break
and started working as
d newsreader at the
same radio station.
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‘| surged out on to the Grand Canal”

Alastair Sawday, founder of L= Ah, Venicel Tohave  Grand Canal, causing two

Thankfully, no one was hurt
Alastair Sawday Publishing, © - afree reinand a group  voporetti - those clunky, metal

and little damage was done. But

i,
on causing chaos in Venice w { of innocent people ferries that for decades have | was fined by the only policeman

upon whom | could plied, safely, up and down the on the Canal, and the next year
n 1967, aged 20, | gained impress my wild enthusiasm Grand Canal - to collide.

my law degree at Oxford for the city: that was sheer

a ban appeared in that otherwise
intensely liberal city: foreigners
could no longer hire boats.

| did the job for 18 years on
and off, for two weeks a year,
and had a lot of fun. | learned
that it's easy to avoid the worst
aspects of tourism by looking
for interesting people doing
interesting and worthwhile
things. SHERIDAN WINN

and got a job as a tour guide happiness. On one occasion,
with Grand Circle Travel, On | hired a small boat, filled it with
one trip, | was charged with wine and excitable Americans
careering 35 elderly Americans  and set off to find my way
around Europe on a hired bus through the canals. | was used
via a pre-booked set of hotels.  to boats and used to Venice, but
Other than that, | could do not to a combination of the two.
pretty well what | liked with Things went well until | surged
them - and | did. out of a side canal on to the
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Matched for life

MY FIRST JOB

Craig Sams, co-founder
of Green & Black's, on
an early break

'-— 1958, aged 14, | worked

as a paperboy for the Omaha
World Herald. This wasn't so
much a job, more my first
business, With $40 borrowed
'rom my parents, | bought
myself a paper round. | bought
my newspapers from the
putlishers, iook them up to
my territory in inner city
Omaha — mostly run-down
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"Delivering papers in a plaster cast was a nonstarter”

1900s houses, within
sniffing distance af the
stockyards — and then
delivered them to my
customers on foot.

| soon masterad the art
of rolling the papers into a
throwable baton. My aim at
people’s porches was pretty
good, so it doubled as practice
for pitching softball. | collected
the money: a decent profit of
$30 per week on a round of
130 customers.
Then, disaster struck. | landed

badly after a throw in karate
practice and fractured my
wrist. Oelivering papers with
a big plaster cast on my arm
was a nonstarter, but | had a
brainwave. | asked my

friend Jimmy Wickencamp

to do the deliveries, while |
continued the sales and
cash collection. Jimmy was
happy: his territory was
next to mine.

He'd turned 16 and

had a 1949 Pontiac
convertible to freight

the papers up to my round.
| paid him 515 a week as a
logistics solutions’ payment.
My wrist healed, the cast
came off and | went back to
delivering papers, but
by then I'd had a taste
of delegating. After a
week, | contracted with
limmy to deliver my papers
again. Without knowing it
I'd discovered outsourcing
and — just like that — become
an entreprenaur,
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EXIMY FIRSTJOB
"I was fed on scrag-ends of the worst sheep”

Simon Loftus, chairman of Adnams brewery and hotels, laboured Down Under in his first job

In 1967, aged 21, | lelt Cambridge and set back of beyond in Western Australia. to hitch up a plough. There were other
off lor a year's backpacking. | had all my The roads were unsurfaced and | arrived hazards: ducking lalling trees and running
money stolen in Pakistan, which was covered in chalk dust. The farm was huge: for my life from wild bees’ nests. Night
frightening, and eventually ended up in a "paddock” could be 1,000 acres. ploughing was dreadful: | didn't know what
Perth. | had just enough money for one The farmer was a mean, miserable man I might hit. | sang to keep up my spirits.
night's youth hostel accommodation, so and lived like a pauper. | was led on the The experience gave me a strong sense of
I had to find a job the next day. | lorged scrag-ends of the worst sheep. sell-reliance; the worst bit was eating awful,

some agricultural | worked hard clearing land in a huge, rank sheep. I'd come back from night work
1 experience and got cab-less bulldozer. The farmer hadn't fixed  at Gam and be given my reheated supper.
work on a larm. the brakes and | almost got crushed trying | got known as a hard worker and quickly
. The farmer toid found another job with a good farmer.
metositinthe 0 . When | saved enough money, |
truck. It was a bumpy

open back of his “, travelled to Sydney, then made
' the sea voyage home.
SHUBIDAN WINN
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p] WORDS TO THE WISE

No.B
“KNOW YOUR
TERRITORY”

Anthony Willoughby, adventurer and
MD of leadership development business,
Territory Mapping, on earning his spear

| headed east in 1973 and lived in lapan
| had previously spent some time with
the Masai tribe in Kenya and learned a
lot from them. In 1982, | decided to go to
the wildest place on earth, o see what |
could learn from the indigenous people
there. | went into the Papua New Guinea
embassy in Tokyo and met Sir Joseph
Nombri (below), the ambassador. He
had complete confidence, total, natural
authority and a great sense of humour
Mombri was the tribal chief of Chimbu, in
the highlands of New Guinea, and was the
first person to leave his village. | headed
ol and spent bme there., | learned that
everybody knows how respect has o be
earmead: how you earn your spear and
accept the resporsibilities that come withit
| returned to Tokyo and met with Sir
Joseph. Within mysedr, | felt | could identify
my own feathers, spear and shield. | asked
hirm what was the most important thing in
his life. *My territorny| he rephed. *It's my
identity. We are taught to protect it from
the age of three” Nombri and his people
have complete clarity about their
physical, emotional and spiritual territory
We are aware of ours, but don't
understand or use it Ultimately, we have
to dehne whene we belong and how we
can contribute. Il
we can'L, we are
lost. Nomibri's words
made me see that
the whole world is
my territory. That
what is imporant
15 where we are
going and how
we Can get thiene,
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